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ver 4 tnillion acres of Montana's 22

million acres of forestland are privately
owned, non-industrial forests. These private
forestlands prowide Montana and thelr
owners with a variety of benefits, incuding
nearly athird of the state’s timber harvest.
DMEC’s Forest Stewardship Program
encourages long-term steweardship and
infommed management of private forestlands
by providing information and education,
technical assistance, and financial assistance
to help landowners acquire personal
lenowledze ahout thetr forest resources and
to develop and implement forest manazement
plans.

MEC wotks in close partnership wath

federal and state agencies and the private
sector to deliver the Forest Stewardship
Program. Together, the partners empower
private forest owners through education, buld
cominitment to informed forest management
and to compliance with Montana's forestry
lawrs and forestry best management practices,
and help private forest owners achieve
their forest management goals The Forest
Stewardship Program also provides technical
and financial assistance to non-ndustrial
private forest membership orgamzations such
as the Montana Tree Farm Svstem and the
Montana Forest Owmners Assoctahon,

MRC s Service Forestry Bureau staff and

Service Foresters in Forestry's 6 Land
Offices are responable for implementing the
Forest Stewardship Program.

Accomplishments
FY 2004

Forestry assists by service foresters

Person days of education by service foresters
Participants in Forest Stewardship Workshops

Forest stewardship plans certified

Acres of private forestland covered by cost-

share programs
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Private forestlands are well managed,
in part because of current Infarmation,
education, and assistan tﬁ:gl wen f}? HF:J ﬁﬂ
professionals.

Well-managed Private
Forestlands Benefit All
Montanans

otitana’s millions of acres of forestland

exist in a patchwork of public and
private ownership, but natoral forces and
wildlife do not recogrize the houndaries
hetween public and private lands Elk
tay surntner on federal lands in the high
country and spend the wanter on private
lands 1n the foothull s, streams flow through
all categones ofland ownership, and weeds
and wal dfires can spread from public to
private land or from private to public land.
Thus stewardship of pnivate forestland 15 as
essential as stewardship of public forestland
in maintaining the many benefits of healthy
forests—rclean water, waldlife, recreation,
forest products, and scenic beauty—that
IMontanans enjoy and value. DNEC s
Forest Stewardship Program helps private
landowners manage their forests in ways that
result in good land stewardship, ahealthfol
environtment, personal profit, and ceneral
economic development.

335
117
40
9,427



information and Education

nfortnation and education are the foundation of

the Forest Stewardship Program. The program
uses anumber of delivey methods to help inform and
educate pnivate forestl and owners, logzers and the
general public about the walue of forest stewardship.
These include 3-day Forest Stewardship Wotrlishops,
singzle-day wotkshop s on specific forestry topics;
the fwide Forests series of publications on topics of
interest to forest landowners; worlcshops on forestry
hestmanagement pract ces and the Streamside
Idanagement Zone Lavw, classroom presentationg; the
Conservation Education Program, displays at county
fairs; and awehste.

he Forest Stewardship Wotlcshop program is

the centerpiece of DNRC s information and
education activities. Five 3-day workshops are
currently offered each vear, and provide Montana
farnily forest owners with alearning expenience that
allows them to make informed decisions about the
managetnent and stewardshap of
their forest lands. Participants
learn basic forestry princples
atd techniques, establish goals
for their property, inwventory their
forestl and, use the information
to assess their forest’s potential
and limitations, and then develop a stewardship plan
which addresses all forest resources, including soml,
water, wildlife recreation, and aesthetics

he worlshop program 13 made possible through

apartnership wath the USDA Forest Service’s
State and Private Forestry Program, which provides
fanding, Montana State University (MST) Extension
Service Forestry, which delivers the worlcshops, and
the Montana Forest Stewardship Steering Commuittee,
which provides program management adwice to the
State Forester

Mnntana’s approach to stewardship planming 1s
alittle different from most states, in that plans
are prepared Ay landowners wath the cuidance of
natural resources professionals, rather than prepared
Jar landowners hy natural resources professionals.
ILontana's approach offers an altemative for
landowners who want to become personally involved
with their property and make hetter-in formed
management decsions By wotking and learming

99 ForestStewardship Workshops
2,500 Participants

1,170 Stewardship plans produced
929,000 Foresdand acres managed

Forest Sfewardship
Borkshop parficipas
in fhe classroom and in

Faficipayts learming
metheds for an
imvenfory of thelr own
Jowesilapadd

side-hy-side wiath other forest landowners, workshop
participants also build camaraderie and a shared
sense of comntitment to forest
stewardship.

eatly 2,500 participants

have been trained in
the 39 Forest Stewardship
Wortlsshop s offered since
1991, The participants have developed 1,170 certified
stewardship plans and own a collective total of
929,000 acres of forestland, nearly 25% of the state’s
private non-industrial forestland.

he Forest Stewardship Program helps fund a

tmnber of one-day workshops delivered by MSU
Extens on Forestry that provide specialized follow-
up to the Forest Stewardship Worlcshops on topics
such as waldfire hazard reduction, windbreaksliving
snowfences, tree pruning and care, niparian forest
stewardship, and forest roads mantenance.

Through the
Corserveiion Fducafion
Frogram, DNRCS
Service Foresfers have
helped the Flagship
affer-school program
esfablish a greenhouse
where sfudeyts grow

. ndfive plants, and

1 helped sporsor the
2004 Momfana Neahural
Resource Touth Camp.

I Service Forestry



Technical Assistance

ervice Foresters based in the

Forestry Division’s 6 Land
Offices prowide techm cal assistance
to pavate landowners upon request.
The basic asastance program 15 a
one-day wsit with the landowner
to answer questions and provide
cuidance, and to identify further
sources of assistance 1f necessary,

NEC Service Foresters

typically assistlandowners
whose needs are quickly met,
ot who feel they do notneed a
consultant. Some landowners require
more extensive assistance, or wish
to employ a consultant, DMNREC has
deweloped a directory of forestry
consultants to help these landowners
locate further assistance.

Service Foresfers helping lavdowner s
assess thely forests condifion fabove) ;
and develop a management plem (below)  and afforestabion, road management,

Sewice Foresters provide
techmical assistance related to
many different aspects of private
forestland management, including
slviculture, fuel s management,
insect and disease identification and
managetment, timber management,
timnber zale preparation and
contracts, Montana forestry law best
managemment practices, reforestation

and cost-share assistance programs,
DMEC s Service Foresters have
helped private forestland owners
achieve their tnanasement goas on
hundreds of thousands of acres of
forestland across Montana

P

Financial Assistance

he Forest Stewardship Prooram has admmnistered

anumber of different federally-funded programs
over the vears that have prowided cost-share assistance
for management of private forestlands in Montana
While federal programs and conservation priomti es
have changed over time, DIEC Forestry has
consistently strived to masmize on-the-ground results
from the avalable fonding Montana has put 95% of
the funds from the most recent cost-share program, the
Forest Lands Enhancement Program (FLEF) towrards
ofi-the-ground worle much ligher than the naional
average 0f65%

LEF wag first offered 1 2003, with the trutial

prionty ofhelping landowners wath emergency
forest rehabilitation after that vear’s larce waldfires.
Funding was then made avalahle for projects
addreszsing ahroader set forestland management
objectives. To date, DMRC has awarded FLEP
funding for projects covenng over 100,000 acres of
private forestland 1n Montana, DHEC 13 continually
seeking new sources of cost-share assistance for
private landowners, as well az new opportumties for
coll shoration wath other agencies to bring asastance to
private landowners.

Partnerships

attnerships with other azencies,

organizat ons, and individuals are
cntical to the success of the Forest
Stewardship Program. Key partners
include the USDA Forest Service
State and Private Forestry Program,
METT Ezstension Forestry, Montana
Logging Assoctation, Montana Wood
Products Association, University

Congervation Dustricts, Fesource
Conservation and Development Areas,
tree farmers, forestry consultants, and
the Matural Resources Conservation
Service. Partherships produce

oreater collaboration, efficiency,

and project effectiveness, and are

key to mammizing results from the
funding availahle for private forest

Meeﬁng of the Mon.ﬁ;‘vza Forest

of Montana College of Forestry,
Srewardship Seering Commifiee.

stevrard ship.
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